
The Prayer Life of Jesus

#1  -    Lk. 3:21-22
When all the people were being baptized, Jesus was baptized too.  And as

he was praying, heaven was opened and the Holy Spirit descended on him in 
bodily form like a dove.  And a voice came from heaven: “You are my Son, whom
I love; with you I am well pleased.”

#2  -    Mk. 1:35
Very early in the morning, while it was still dark, Jesus got up, left the 

house and went off to a solitary place, where he prayed.

#3  -    Lk. 5:16
But Jesus often withdrew to lonely places and prayed.

#4  -    Lk. 6:12-13
One of those days Jesus went out into the hills to pray, and spent the night

praying to God.  When morning came, he called his disciples to him and chose 
twelve of them, whom he also designated apostles:

#5  -    Mt. 11:25-26
At that time Jesus said, “I praise you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, 

because you have hidden these things from the wise and learned, and revealed 
them to little children.  Yes, Father, for this was your good pleasure.”

Lk. 10:21
At that time Jesus, full of joy through the Holy Spirit, said, “I praise you, 

Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden these things from 
the wise and learned, and revealed them to little children.  Yes, Father, for this 
was your good pleasure.”
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#6  -    Mt. 14:19
And he directed the people to sit down on the grass.  Taking the five 

loaves and the two fish and looking up to heaven, he gave thanks and broke the 
loaves.  Then he gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the 
people.

Mk. 6:41
Taking the five loaves and the two fish and looking up to heaven, he gave 

thanks and broke the loaves.  Then he gave them to his disciples to set before 
the people.  He also divided the two fish among them all.

Lk. 9:16
Taking the five loaves and the two fish and looking up to heaven, he gave 

thanks and broke them.  Then he gave them to the disciples to set before the 
people.

Jn. 6:11
Jesus then took the loaves, gave thanks, and distributed to those who 

were seated as much as they wanted.  He did the same with the fish.

#7  -    Mt. 14:22-23a
Immediately Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead 

of him to the other side, while he dismissed the crowd.  After he had dismissed 
them, he went up into the hills by himself to pray.

Mk. 6:45-46
Immediately Jesus made his disciples get into the boat and go on ahead of

him to Bethsaida, while he dismissed the crowd.  After leaving them, he went into
the hills to pray.

#8  -    Lk. 9:18
Once when Jesus was praying in private and his disciples were with him, 

he asked them, “Who do the crowds say I am?”

#9  -    Mt. 15:36
Then he took the seven loaves and the fish, and when he had given 

thanks, he broke them and gave them to the disciples, and they in turn to the 
people.

Mk. 8:6-7
He told the crowd to sit down on the ground.  When he had taken the 

seven loaves and given thanks, he broke them and gave them to his disciples to 
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set before the people, and they did so.  They had a few small fish as well; he 
gave thanks for them also and told the disciples to distribute them.

#10  -    Lk. 9:28-29
About eight days after Jesus said this, he took Peter, John, and James 

with him and went up onto a mountain to pray.  As he was praying, the 
appearance of his face changed, and his clothes became as bright as a flash of 
lightning.

#11  -    Lk. 11:1
One day Jesus was praying in a certain place.  When he finished, one of 

his disciples said to him, “Lord, teach us to pray, just as John taught his 
disciples.”

#12  -    Jn. 11:41-44
So they took away the stone.  Then Jesus looked up and said, “Father, I 

thank you that you have heard me.  I knew that you always hear me, but I said 
this for the benefit of the people standing here, that they may believe that you 
sent me.”

When he had said this, Jesus called in a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!”  
The dead man came out, his hands and feet wrapped with strips of linen, and a 
cloth around his face.

#13  -    Mt. 19:13-15
Then little children were brought to Jesus for him to place his hands on 

them and pray for them.  But the disciples rebuked those who brought them.  
Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the 
kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these.”  When he had placed his hands 
on them, he went on from there.

#14  -    Jn. 12:27-29
“Now my heart is troubled, and what shall I say?  'Father, save me from 

this hour'?  No, it was for this very reason I came to this hour.  Father, glorify 
your name!”
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Then a voice came from heaven, “I have glorified it, and will glorify it 
again.”  The crowd that was there and heard it said it had thundered; others said 
an angel had spoken to him.

#15  -    Mt. 26:26-28
While they were eating, Jesus took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and 

gave it to his disciples, saying, “take and eat; this is my body.”
Then he took the cup, gave thanks and offered it to them, saying, “Drink 

from it, all of you.  This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for 
many for the forgiveness of sins.”

Mk. 14:22-24
While they were eating, Jesus took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and 

gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take it; this is my body.”
Then he took the cup, gave thanks and offered it to them, and they all 

drank from it.
“This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many,” he said 

to them.

Lk. 22:17-19
After taking the cup, he gave thanks and said, “Take this and divide it 

among you.  For I tell you I will not drink again of the fruit of the vine until the 
kingdom of God comes.”

And he took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to them, saying, 
“This is my body given for you; do this in remembrance of me.”

#16  -    Lk. 22:31-32
“Simon, Simon, Satan has asked to sift you as wheat.  But I have prayed 

for you, Simon, that your faith may not fail.  And when you have turned back, 
strengthen your brothers.”  

#17  -    Jn. 17:1 - 18:1
After Jesus said this, he looked toward heaven and prayed:

“Father, the time has come.  Glorify your Son, that your Son 
may glorify you.  For you granted him authority over all people that 
he might give eternal life to all those you have given him.  Now this is
eternal life: that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus 
Christ, whom you have sent.  I have brought you glory on earth by 
completing the work you gave me to do.  And now, Father, glorify me
in your presence with the glory I had with you before the world 
began.
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“I have revealed you to those whom you gave me out of the 
world.  They were yours; you gave them to me and they have 
obeyed your word.  Now they know that everything you have given 
me comes from you.  For I gave them the words you gave me and 
they accepted them.  They knew with certainty that I came from you, 
and they believed that you sent me.  I pray for them.  I am not 
praying for the world, but for those you have given me, for they are 
yours.  All I have is yours, and all you have is mine.  And glory has 
come to me through them.  I will remain in the world no longer, but 
they are still in the world, and I am coming to you.  Holy Father, 
protect them by the power of your name – the name you gave me – 
so that they may be one as we are one.  While I was with them, I 
protected them and kept them safe by that name you gave me.  
None has been lost except the one doomed to destruction so that 
Scripture would be fulfilled.

“I am coming to you now, but I say these things while I am still 
in the world, so that they may have the full measure of my joy within 
them.  I have given them your word and the world has hated them, 
for they are not of the world any more than I am of the world.  My 
prayer is not that you take them out of the world but that you protect 
them from the evil one.  They are not of the world, even as I am not 
of it.  Sanctify them by the truth; your word is truth.  As you sent me 
into the world, I have sent them into the world.  For them I sanctify 
myself, that they too may be truly sanctified. 

“My prayer is not for them alone.  I pray also for those who will 
believe in me through their message, that all of them may be one, 
Father, just as you are in me and I am in you.  May they also be in 
us so that the world may believe that you have sent me.  I have 
given them the glory that you gave me, that they may be one as we 
are one: I in them and you in me.  May they be brought to complete 
unity to let the world know that you sent me and have loved them 
even as you have loved me.

“Father, I want those you have given me to be with me where I
am, and to see my glory, the glory you have given me because you 
loved me before the creation of the world.

“Righteous Father, though the world does not know you, I 
know you, and they know that you have sent me.  I have made you 
known to them, and will continue to make you known in order that 
the love you have for me may be in them and that I myself may be in
them.”

When he had finished praying, Jesus left with his disciples and crossed 
the Kidron Valley.  On the other side there was an olive grove, and he and his 
disciples went into it.
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#18  -    Mt. 26:36-46
Then Jesus went with his disciples to a place called Gethsemane, and he 

said to them, “Sit here while I go over there and pray.”  He took Peter and the two 
sons of Zebedee along with him, and he began to be sorrowful and troubled.  
Then he said to them, “My soul is overwhelmed with sorrow to the point of death. 
Stay here and keep watch with me.”

Going a little farther, he fell with his face to the ground and prayed, “My 
Father, if it is possible, may this cup be taken from me.  Yet not as I will, but as 
you will.”

Then he returned to his disciples and found them sleeping.  “Could you 
men not keep watch with me for one hour?” he asked Peter.  “Watch and pray so 
that you will not fall into temptation.  The spirit is willing, but the body is weak.”

He went away a second time and prayed, “My Father, if it is not possible for
this cup to be taken away unless I drink it, may your will be done.”

When he came back, he again found them sleeping, because their eyes 
were heavy.  So he left them and went away once more and prayed the third time,
saying the same thing.

Then he returned to the disciples and said to them, “Are you still sleeping 
and resting?  Look, the hour is near, and the son of Man is betrayed into the 
hands of sinners.  Rise, let us go!  Here comes my betrayer!”

Mk. 14:32-42
They went to a place called Gethsemane, and Jesus said to his disciples, 

“Sit here while I pray.”  He took Peter, James and John along with him, and he 
began to be deeply distressed and troubled.  “My soul is overwhelmed with 
sorrow to the point of death,” he said to them.  “Stay here and keep watch.”

Going a little farther, he fell to the ground and prayed that if possible the 
hour might pass from him.  “Abba, Father,” he said, “everything is possible for 
you.  Take this cup from me.  Yet not what I will, but what you will.”

Then he returned to his disciples and found them sleeping.  “Simon,” he 
said to Peter, “are you asleep?  Could you not keep watch for one hour?  Watch 
and pray so that you will not fall into temptation.  The spirit is willing, but the body 
is weak.”

Once more he went away and prayed the same thing.  When he came 
back, he again found them sleeping, because their eyes were heavy.  They did 
not know what to say to him.

Returning the third time, he said to them, “Are you still sleeping and 
resting?  Enough!  The hour has come.  Look, the Son of Man is betrayed into the
hands of sinners.  Rise!  Let us go!  Here comes my betrayer!”

Lk. 22:39-46
Jesus went out as usual to the Mount of Olives, and his disciples followed 

him.  On reaching the place, he said to them, “Pray that you will not fall into 
temptation.”  He withdrew about a stone's throw beyond them, knelt down and 
prayed, “Father, if you are willing, take this cup from me; yet not my will, but yours
be done.”  An angel from heaven appeared to him and strengthened him.  And 
being in anguish, he prayed more earnestly, and his sweat was like drops of 
blood falling to the ground.

When he rose from prayer and went back to the disciples, he found them 
asleep, exhausted from sorrow.  “Why are you sleeping?” he asked them.  “Get 
up and pray so that you will not fall into temptation.”
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#19  -    Lk. 23:33-34
When they came to the place called The Skull, there they crucified him, 

along with the criminals – one on his right, the other on his left.  Jesus said, 
“Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing.”  And they 
divided up his clothes by casting lots.

#20  -    Mt. 27:46
About the ninth hour Jesus cried out in a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lama 

sabachthani?” – which means, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”

Mk. 15:34
And at the ninth hour Jesus cried out in a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lama 

sabachthani?” – which means, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”

#21  -    Lk. 23:46
Jesus called out with a loud voice, “Father, into your hands I commit my 

spirit.”  When he had said this, he breathed his last.

#22  -    Lk. 24:30-31
When he was at the table with them, he took bread, gave thanks, broke it 

and began to give it to them.  Then their eyes were opened and they recognized 
him, and he disappeared from their sight.
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