1Pt. 3:15	But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord.  Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have.  But do this with gentleness and respect,

Mk. 16:15-16	He [Jesus] said to them, “Go into all the world and preach the good news to all creation.  Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever does not believe will be condemned.

Mt. 28:18-20	Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.  Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you.  And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”

=====     =====     =====     =====

QUOTE	You have never met a mere mortal.  Everyone you have ever come in contact with, you have argued with, or traded with, every one of them is either an immortal horror, or an everlasting splendor.  But you have never met a mere mortal.                                   - C.S. Lewis


1.   In  sharing  the  gospel  message,  God  has  made  us...

2Co. 5:18-20	All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation: that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting men's sins against them.  And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation.  We are therefore Christ's ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us.  We implore you on Christ's behalf: Be reconciled to God.

Mt. 5:13-16	[Jesus speaking]  “You are the salt of the earth.  But if the salt loses its saltiness, how can it be made salty again?  It is no longer good for anything, except to be thrown out and trampled by men.
		“You are the light of the world.  A city on a hill cannot be hidden.  Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl.  Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house.  In the same way, let your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven.

Mt. 10:32-33	[Jesus speaking]  “Whoever acknowledges me before men, I will also acknowledge him before my Father in heaven.  But whoever disowns me before men, I will disown him before my Father in heaven.

Lk. 12:4-5	[Jesus speaking]  “I tell you, my friends, do not be afraid of those who kill the body and after that can do no more.  But I will show you whom you should fear: Fear him who, after the killing of the body, has power to throw you into hell.  Yes, I tell you, fear him.

Rev. 12:11	They overcame him [the devil] by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony; they did not love their lives so much as to shrink from death.

Ac. 1:8	[Jesus speaking]  But you will receive power when the Holy spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”
Mt. 4:18-20	As Jesus was walking beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon called Peter and his brother Andrew.  They were casting a net into the lake, for they were fishermen.  “Come, follow me,” Jesus said, “and I will make you fishers of men.”  At once they left their nets and followed him.


2.   Some  reasons  we  are  to  share  the  gospel  message

1Ti. 2:3-4	This is good, and pleases God our Savior, who wants all men to be saved and to come to a knowledge of the truth.

2Pt. 3:9	The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness.  He is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance.

POEM	They drew a circle that shut me out.
		     Heretic.  Rebel.  Thing to flout.
		But love and I had the wit to win.
		     We drew a circle that took them in!

Jas. 4:8a	Come near to God and he will come near to you.

Rev. 22:17	The Spirit and the bride say, “Come!”  And let him who hears say, “Come!”  Whoever is thirsty, let him come; and whoever wishes, let him take the free gift of the water of life.

Is. 55:1	“Come, all you who are thirsty, come to the waters; and you who have no money, come, buy and eat!  Come, buy wine and milk without money and without cost.

2Sa. 14:14	Like water spilled on the ground, which cannot be recovered, so we must die.  But God does not take away life; instead, he devises ways so that a banished person may not remain estranged from him.

Lk. 15:7	[Jesus speaking]  I tell you that in the same way there will be more rejoicing in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who do not need to repent.

1Pt. 3:15b	Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have.  But do this with gentleness and respect,

2Ti. 4:2	Preach the Word; be prepared in season and out of season; correct, rebuke and encourage – with great patience and careful instruction.

Jde. 23a	snatch others from the fire and save them;

Pr. 11:30	The fruit of the righteous is a tree of life, and he who wins souls is wise.

Pm. 6		I pray that you may be active in sharing your faith, so that you will have a full understanding of every good thing we have in Christ.

Ro. 10:14-15	How, then, can they call on the one they have not believed in?  And how can they believe in the one of whom they have not heard?  And how can they hear without someone preaching to them?  And how can they preach unless they are sent?  As it is written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!”

Ac. 12:6	The night before Herod was to bring him to trial, Peter was sleeping between two soldiers, bound with two chains, and sentries stood guard at the entrance.
verses 18-19	In the morning, there was no small commotion among the soldiers as to what had become of Peter.  After Herod had a thorough search made for him and did not find him, he cross-examined the guards and ordered that they be executed.

Lk. 16:22-28	[Jesus speaking]  “The time came when the beggar died and the angels carried him to Abraham's side.  The rich man also died and was buried.  In hell, where he was in torment, he looked up and saw Abraham far away, with Lazarus by his side.  So he called to him, 'Father Abraham, have pity on me and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue, because I am in agony in this fire.'
		“But Abraham replied, 'Son, remember that in your lifetime you received your good things, while Lazarus received bad things, but now he is comforted here and you are in agony.  And besides all this, between us and you a great chasm has been fixed, so that those who want to go from here to you cannot, nor can anyone cross over from there to us.'
		“He answered, 'Then I beg you, father, send Lazarus to my father's house, for I have five brothers.  Let him warn them, so that they will not also come to this place of torment.'


3.   necessary  ingredients  to  sharing  the  gospel  message

compassion

Ps. 86:15	But you, O Lord, are a compassionate and gracious God, slow to anger, abounding in love and faithfulness.

Mk. 6:31-34	Then, because so many people were coming and going that they did not even have a chance to eat, he said to them, “Come with me by yourselves to a quiet place and get some rest.”
		So they went away by themselves in a boat to a solitary place.  But many who saw them leaving recognized them and ran on foot from all the towns and got there ahead of them.  When Jesus landed and saw a large crowd, he had compassion on them, because they were like sheep without a shepherd.  So he began teaching them many things.

Col. 3:12	Therefore, as God's chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience.

prayer

Ex. 32:9-14	“I have seen these people,” the LORD said to Moses, “and they are a stiff-necked people.  Now leave me alone so that my anger may burn against them and that I may destroy them.  Then I will make you into a great nation.”
		But Moses sought the favor of the LORD his God.  “O LORD,” he said, “why should your anger burn against your people, whom you brought out of Egypt with great power and a mighty hand?  Why should the Egyptians say, 'It was with evil intent that he brought them out, to kill them in the mountains and to wipe them off the face of the earth'?  Turn from your fierce anger; relent and do not bring disaster on your people.  Remember your servants Abraham, Isaac and Israel, to whom you swore by your own self: 'I will make your descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and I will give your descendants all this land I promised them, and it will be their inheritance forever.'”  Then the LORD relented and did not bring on his people the disaster he had threatened.
verses 31-32	So Moses went back to the LORD and said, “Oh, what a great sin these people have committed!  They have made themselves gods of gold.  But now, please forgive their sin – but if not, then blot me out of the book you have written.”

Ro. 9:2-4a	I have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart.  For I could wish that I myself were cursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my brothers, those of my own race, the people of Israel.
Ro. 10:1	Brothers, my heart's desire and prayer to God for the Israelites is that they may be saved.

QUOTE	Pray as though everything depends on God, and then work as though everything depends on you.                                                                                    - Charles Haddon Spurgeon

Jn. 6:44	[Jesus speaking]  “No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws him, 

personal  contact

Jn. 1:40-42	Andrew, Simon Peter's brother, was one of the two who heard what John had said and who had followed Jesus.  The first thing Andrew did was to find his brother Simon and tell him, “We have found the Messiah” (that is, the Christ).  And he brought him to Jesus.

Ac. 16:27-33	The jailer woke up, and when he saw the prison doors open, he drew his sword and was about to kill himself because he thought the prisoners had escaped.  But Paul shouted, “Don't harm yourself!  We are all here!”
		The jailer called for lights, rushed in and fell trembling before Paul and Silas.  He then brought them out and asked, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?”
		They replied, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved – you and your household.”  Then they spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all the others in his house.  At that hour of the night the jailer took them and washed their wounds; then immediately he and all his family were baptized.

Jn. 3:1-15	look up if needed

Jn. 4:7-26	look up if needed

Eph. 5:15-16	Be very careful, then, how you live – not as unwise but as wise, making the most of every opportunity, because the days are evil.

1Co. 9:19-23	Though I am free and belong to no man, I make myself a slave to everyone, to win as many as possible.  To the Jews I became like a Jew, to win the Jews.  To those under the law I became like one under the law (though I myself am not under the law), so as to win those under the law.  To those not having the law I became like one not having the law (though I am not free from God's law but am under Christ's law), so as to win those not having the law.  To the weak I became weak, to win the weak.  I have become all things to all men so that by all possible means I might save some.

Mk. 2:16-17	When the teachers of the law who were Pharisees saw him eating with the “sinners” and tax collectors, they asked his disciples: “Why does he eat with tax collectors and 'sinners'?”
		On hearing this, Jesus said to them, “It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick.  I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners.”

Jas. 1:19	My dear brothers, take note of this: Everyone should be quick to listen, slow to speak and slow to become angry,

1Co. 10:33 – 11:1	even as I try to please everybody in every way.  For I am not seeking my own good but the good of many, so that they may be saved.  Follow my example, as I follow the example of Christ.

1Pt. 3:15	But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord.  Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have.  But do this with gentleness and respect,

Jas. 2:13	because judgment without mercy will be shown to anyone who has not been merciful.  Mercy triumphs over judgment!

1Th. 2:8b	...we were delighted to share with you not only the gospel of God but our lives as well,


4.   Great  truths  about  sharing  the  gospel  message

Jn. 4:35b	[Jesus speaking]  I tell you, open your eyes and look at the fields!  They are ripe for harvest.

Jn. 3:36	Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life, but whoever rejects the Son will not see life, for God's wrath remains on him.”

2Co. 6:2	For he says, “in the time of my favor I heard you, and in the day of salvation I helped you.”  I tell you, now is the time of God's favor, now is the day of salvation.

Mt. 13:36-43	Then he [Jesus] left the crowd and went into the house.  His disciples came to him and said, “Explain to us the parable of the weeds in the field.”
		He answered, “The one who sowed the good seed is the Son of Man.  The field is the world, and the good seed stands for the sons of the kingdom.  The weeds are the sons of the evil one, and the enemy who sows them is the devil.  The harvest is the end of the age, and the harvesters are angels.
		“As the weeds are pulled up and burned in the fire, so it will be at the end of the age.  The Son of Man will send out his angels, and they will weed out of his kingdom everything that causes sin and all who do evil.  They will throw them into the fiery furnace, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.  Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father.  He who has ears, let him hear.

Jn. 4:36-38	[Jesus speaking]  Even now the reaper draws his wages, even now he harvests the crop for eternal life, so that the sower and the reaper may be glad together.  Thus the saying 'One sows and another reaps' is true.  I sent you to reap what you have not worked for.  Others have done the hard work, and you have reaped the benefits of their labor.”
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